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New Study Confirms Fluoropolymers are Effec8vely Managed at their End-of-Life 

 

Brussels, 11 May 2026 – The Fluoropolymers Product Group (FPG) has published a new study, prepared by Ramboll 

Management Consul:ng, examining the end-of-life management of fluoropolymers in the EU, including their 

occurrence in waste streams, treatment routes and emissions. It is the second in a series of FPG publicaHons (which 

also includes an assessment of alternaHves published last week and a socioeconomic analysis) aimed at building a 

comprehensive, evidence-based foundaHon for chemical regulaHon in the EU. 

The study finds that fluoropolymers represent a negligible share of total EU waste, less than 0.01% by mass 

(approximately 23,500 tonnes per year), and rarely occur as a separate waste-stream. Because they are typically used 

in very small quan::es and oXen embedded as coa:ngs, seals, linings or insula:on within complex products, their 

end-of-life fate is determined by the treatment of host products rather than by the material itself. 

The study confirms that the dominant end-of-life route is hazardous waste incinera:on, which accounts for 

approximately 50% of collected fluoropolymer waste. Crucially, it finds that under regulated opera:ng condi:ons, 

fluoropolymers are destroyed with a 99.9999% mineralisaHon rate, with water-soluble PFAS emissions remaining 

below 1 gram per tonne of material treated. Municipal waste-to-energy, which handles a further 22%, achieves 

comparable destruc:on performance. Landfilling accounts for approximately 13% and con:nues to decline in line with 

EU waste policy. Recycling is technically feasible, but the poten:al of post consumer recycling is constrained by low 

volumes, integra:on into complex products, contamina:on, limited sor:ng infrastructure, market barriers and 

regulatory uncertainty.  

The report also considers the upstream contribu:on of fluoropolymers to waste preven:on. It stresses that, according 

to downstream user feedback, fluoropolymers extend component and system lifeHmes by factors typically in the 

range of 3 to 10 Hmes. In many cases, small fluoropolymer-based components such as gaskets and seals protect much 

larger systems, crea:ng leverage effects on total waste genera:on well beyond the component’s own mass. 

“Fluoropolymers are a negligible waste stream that can be effecHvely managed at end of life and delivers significant 

upstream benefits,” said Caroline Andersson, Director of FPG. “This study shows that their end-of-life profile is 

fundamentally different from the PFAS of regulatory concern and further supports the case for a full exempHon of 

fluoropolymers in the proposed EU PFAS restricHon”. 

The findings of the study are clear. Effec:ve end-of-life management, negligible waste and emissions contribu:on, 

combined with the intrinsic proper:es of these materials and industry commitments for responsible manufacturing 

mean that fluoropolymers are not an unacceptable risk.  FPG urges for propor:onate regulatory approaches that reflect 

these characteris:cs and thus calls for a full exemp:on of fluoropolymers from any blanket restric:on. FPG supports a 

regulatory approach that targets emissions rather than materials and recommends a risk-based restric:on framework 

that recognises the voluntary manufacturing commitments as a basis for alterna:ve risk management.  
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Contact:  

Caroline Andersson, Director Fluoropolymers Product Group: caroline.andersson@plas;cseurope.org 

Tel: +32 2 7923 53, Mobile: +32 477 639165 

About Fluoropolymers Product Group (FPG): 

The FPG is part of Plas;cs Europe, the industry associa;on represen;ng European polymer producers. It operates in accordance 

with Plas;cs Europe governance rules, including Compe;;on Compliance rules. Plas;cs Europe covers the EU, plus UK, Norway, 

Turkey and Switzerland.  

About Fluoropolymers:  

Fluoropolymers are advanced materials that provide unmatched durability, chemical and thermal resistance, and stability in 

extreme environments. Their unique set of proper;es makes them essen;al in many industries, from healthcare and renewable 

energy, to transporta;on, aerospace and semiconductors.   
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